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issue for us tc go with an app;inted board of regents. Now
once I' ve decided that, then I'm prepared to let the voters
speak on it, but that is the important point. The voters
h ave t he l a st wo r d as t o w h e t h e r or not they want to
disenfranchise themselves. They h a v e t he l a st wo rd . I
think that is the most significant word. The system is
broke in terms of how we finance postsecondary education.
It is broke in terms of structure. It needs to b e f i x e d .
That is what the commission on postsecondary education said.
I concur w i t h t h at p oi nt of v i ew. I think you and I do act
responsibly when we ultimately give to the voters LR 32.

PRESIDENT: Thank you , S enator Joh nso n . The Ch ai r
recognizes Senator Beutler.

S ENATOR BEUTLER: Nr . Sp ea k e r , members of the Legislature,
I 'm sure we all have much to say on this particular issue.
I have much more to say than what I would like to say right
n ow. B u t w e a re a d d r e s s i n g a k i l l m o ti o n . I wou l d l i ke t o
o ppose th e k i l l mo t i on a n d s i m p l y ask you t o h e a r ou t t he
debate o n t h i s i ssue . I n f ac t I t h i nk we sh o u l d n ot o n l y
hear out the debate on this issue today, but that we should
move it on to Select File and Final Reading for a number of
reasons. Fzrst of all, I t h i n k i t i s t h e right idea. But,
secondly, this state needs to think about this a little
more. A li ttle publice ducat io n nee d s t o go ar ou n d the
state. I think that by moving t hi s b i l l a l ong , a nd t a l k i ng
about it in tne Legislature, you are going to start to get
some f ee d b ack = r om you r c onstituents. I th ink yo u may
discover that they would like the opportunity to vote on it,
that they would like the opportunity to think about it again
t hemselves . So , for that reason, I hope you wil l h e a r t h e
debate today and then move the bill along. Reinforcing that
particular idea, I want to point out to you again, as I
think Senator Hoagland did yesterday, that of t he 70 ma j o r
i ns t i t u t i on s i n t h i s coun t r y on l y 7 of them have an elected
board o f r eg e n t s , on l y 7 , only 10 percent of them. And the
trend in the country has been to move more towards the
appoin te d b o a r d . So , c lear l y , w e a re i n a situation where
the wisdom of people around the country has been that this
is a better way to do it. Now that doesn't necessarily mean
that that is the way we want =o do it, but I think that that
should indicate to you that tnis zs a s u b j e c t w o r th t al k i n g
about, that thzs is probably a subject worth putting to the
p eople a g a i n . .' hope a t he v e r y l e as t y ou would no t vo t e
for a motxon to kill it without even hearing out the debate.
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